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Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

13 October 2019; Year C / Weekdays Year 1 (Respect Life Sunday)

MASS TIMES

Sundays
Omakau 6:00pm Vigil (Sat)
Alexandra 9:00am
Roxburgh  11:00am
Weekdays

Alexandra
Tuesday 5:00pm (side chapel)
Wednesday 9:00am (side chapel)
Thursday 9:00am (side chapel)
Friday 12:00pm (church)
Saturday 9:00am (side chapel)

Roxburgh
Wednesday 5:15pm (church)

ADORATION & BENEDICTION

Alexandra
Friday 11:00am—Noon
(11:45am Benediction)

RECONCILIATION

Alexandra

Saturday 11:30am-Noon

(or on request)

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Quarterly
Alexandra
Friday 12:00pm
(15‘ Fri of the months of Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec)

Roxburgh

Wednesday 5:15pm
(15‘Wed of the months of Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec)

Words and Music for Mass: All rights reserved ©
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-728215

OTHER CENTRAL OTAGO PARISH

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
Ranfurly 5:00pm (Sun) or
4:00pm during daylight
savings
Cromwell 11:00am (1%, 39, 5™ Sun)
9:00am (2™, 4™ Sun)
Wanaka 9:00am (1%, 3, 5™ Sun)
11:00am (2™, 4™ Sun)
Queenstown 6:30pm Vigil (Sat)
9:00am
Arrowtown 11:00am
Garston 11:00am (2™ Sun)
Glenorchy 11:00am (4" Sun)

www.alexcatholic.nz

Parish Pastoral Council Chair
Mr Brian Mclean

St Gerard’s Primary School
Acting Principal

. . Mrs Julie Flannery
Finance Committee

. . Acting DRS
& Maintenance Team Chair A
Mr Doug Stanaway Mrs Neroli Laidlaw
Board Chair

s

Mrs Kerrie Fahey

Ph: 03 448 8339
office@stgerards.school.nz

Catholic Social Services
0800 277 669 (toll-free)
Ph: 03 448 5385 (Mon-Wed)
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Sunday Readings: 2 Kings 5:14-17; 2 Timothy 2:8-13;
Luke 17:11-19

Responsorial Psalm
The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

Died Recently
Michael O'Reilly

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluial
For all things give thanks to God,
because this is what he expects of you in Christ Jesus.
Alleluia!

Anniversaries

Requiescant
in Pace
Communion Antiphon

The rich suffer want and go hungry,
but those who seek the Lord lack no blessing.

OASIS OPPORTUNITY SHOP—The Qasis shop is open Tues to Fri from 11am-4pm.

THE COMMUNITY PANTRY—If you wish to contribute, some needs at this time are cereal/porridge,
spreads, 2 Minute noodles, and tinned spaghetti/beans.

125TH OPENING ANNIVERSARY OF ST PATRICK’S BASILICA IN OAMARU

Saturday 9 Nov 2019. Mass will be celebrated in the Basilica at 6:30pm, followed by cutting of the cake,
speeches and supper at the Moeraki Room, Brydone Hotel, Wear St, Oamaru. Tickets: $10 pp for the
after Mass event. Sunday 10 Nov 2019, 9:30am Mass, followed by Morning Tea in the Dean O'Reilly
Lounge. RSVP: By 25 Oct for catering purposes. Parish Office (03) 434 8543 Email: oama-
ru.basilica@xtra.co.nz

CENTRAL OTAGO FRIENDSHIP NETWORK—Do you need a friend or someone to come and visit
sometimes or would you like to be part of a group and make new friends? For further information con-
tact Gay McCaughan 03 447 3636 or cofriendshipnetwork@gmail.com

WEEKLY HOLY HOUR—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament occurs in the Alexandra church of St
John the Baptist each Friday, 11am-Noon (concluding with Benediction at

11:45am). Come along and spend some quiet time in prayer before the Lord. | cOLLECTIONS & INCOME
October 2019
COLUMBAN CALENDARS—On sale now for $12 Alexandra / Omakau
Parish $ 3,801
Alexo $ 0
Donations $ 200
Annual profit/ (loss) to date:
$5,695
Roxburgh
Parish $ 690
Donations $ 220
Sales $ 24
Roxo $ 70
NAGEDE- Diocesan Needs $ 20
T TOOU ST CEC $ 100
COMBINED Annual profit / (loss) to date:
$ 3,296
LIGHT PARTY DONATIONS—We are looking for donations of lollies for
the event as in previous years; a box is in the Alex church foyer for these. Pastoral Area
Contact Sally Ferreira or Loretta Fonseca for more information. AT gzl
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RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY Wwho have taken to the streets to articulate their placed refugees; an ecology that acknowledg-

PASTORAL LETTER
CARE FOR OUR
ENVIRONMENT

13 October 2019

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ - E te
whanau whakapono a te Karaiti

Pope Francis has set Octo-
ber 2019 aside as an
“Extraordinary Missionary
Month” to help us all reflect
on the missionary nature of
the Christian life, and for
each of us to consider anew
what it means to be baptised
and sent on mission. Reflect-
ing on taking Christ's mes-
sage of healing and hope to
the people, we might not
think immediately about heal-
ing the environment as a
missionary activity. But eve-
rything is interconnected.

‘Respe

i A&’ﬁ‘

Four years ago, Pope Francis wrote in his en-
cyclical Laudato Si’: On Care For Our Com-
mon Home about the necessity of hearing
“both the cry of the earth and the cry of the
poor,” an insight beautifully expressed in this
traditional Maori whakatauk:

Ka mate te whenua, ka mate te tangata. Ka
ora te whenua, ka ora te tangata. If the earth
dies, the people die. If the earth lives, the peo-
ple live.

In the past year, this whakataukT has been
given renewed vigour by the voices of young
people taking on Pope Francis’ words in
Christus Vivit #41: You “are meant to dream
great things, to seek vast horizons, to aim
higher, to take on the world, to accept chal-
lenges and to offer the best of yourselves to
the building of something better” (Christus Vivit
#15)

Pope Francis has explicitly acknowledged the
prophetic actions of young people in his recent
message for the World Day of Prayer for the
Care of Creation.

“Many young people all over the world are
making their voices heard and calling for cou-
rageous decisions. They feel let down by too
many unfulfilled promises, by commitments
made and then ignored for selfish interests or
out of expediency. The young remind us that
the earth is not a possession to be squan-
dered, but an inheritance to be handed down.
They remind us that hope for tomorrow is not a
noble sentiment, but a task calling for concrete
actions here and now. We owe them real an-
swers, not empty words, actions not illusions.”

Young people of Aotearoa New Zealand, we
acknowledge that you have been among those

dreams for the planet and to demand greater
action to address the climate crisis we are
facing. You have added your voices for a sus-
tainable better future on-ling, in print, and in
person. You have demanded that we listen.

We see that many of you are practicing what

you preach — reducing waste inside and out-

side the classroom; taking part in conservation
projects; asking your

S Y schools and parishes to look
Ct L | fa at how we use energy.

WSS You are challenging all of us

" to hear and support you; to
recognise that all life on
| earth — humans, animals,

. plants, and the rest of God's
_ | creation - is threatened by
the dangers of human-
induced climate change.
You are holding us, together
~ with decision makers in
% | government, civil society

= and the community, to ac-
=l count. You inspire us — and

many others — to act.

We also acknowledge the voices of many oth-
ers who care about God’s creation; individuals
and groups of New Zealanders who have faith-
fully advocated over many decades for action
to protect the environment — the voices of
those of you who have witnessed, over your
lifetimes, significant degradation of landscape,
farms, gardens, waterways, and weather pat-
terns in our land. And in our Pacific region, we
hear the voices of the Bishops and communi-
ties of Oceania speaking out with urgency
about the loss of land and communities due to
rising seas, increasingly severe storms, and
dying sea life in our warming oceans.

Respect Life Sunday is a time when, tradition-
ally, we have focused on those threats to hu-
man life that people face at the beginning and
end of life. These threats remain real — New
Zealand is currently facing the possibility of
significant changes to abortion and euthanasia
laws. However, we also recognise that our
responsibility to protect life extends beyond
those issues and that these issues are interwo-

es that the roots of the environmental crisis lie
in our rampant consumerism and a “throwaway
culture” stemming from economic models that
privilege certain people and certain stages of
life; an ecology that addresses the marginali-
sation and exclusion of vulnerable persons, in
particular at the beginning and end of life.

It is time to heed Pope Francis’ message for a
fundamental lifestyle change.

For our part, we need to reflect more deeply as
Bishops about the fundamental changes we
need to make around such things as energy
use in our churches and school buildings and
the transport choices we make around our
parishes and Dioceses. This reflection needs
to happen alongside all Catholic parishes, or-
ganisations and communities. These matters
are not just about good stewardship of our
assets, but about good stewardship of the
Earth as our common home.

Let us all be missionaries of healing and hope
and offer the best of ourselves to the building
of a better world. Together, young and old, we
can, and must, save our planet, our people
and all God'’s creatures.

Bishop Stephen M Lowe,
Bishop of Hamilton

On behalf of all Bishops of Aotearoa
New Zealand

ven.

It is time for an “integral
ecology” that recognis-
es the connection be-
tween the cry of our
most vulnerable and
the cry of the earth; an
ecology that embraces
the God-given dignity of
all creatures; an ecolo-
gy that responds to the
effects of critical global
warming seen in grow-
ing numbers of dis-

20 October Rosters

(Roxb).

NEXT WEEK

20 October Readings: Exodus 17:8-13; 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2;

Luke 18:1-8

Greeters: E Anderson (Alex); M Card (Roxb).

Projector: S Tohill (Omak); R Bond (Alex); K Robb (Roxb).

Altar Servers: Aurelia Lanham, Kimberley DaCosta, Sophie Tait (Alex).
Intro/POF: C Lanham (Alex).

Readers: R Kilkelly (Omak); N Lanham (Alex); M Sale (Roxb).
Offertory: G & M Healey (Alex); Robb Family (Roxb).

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: R Kilkelly (Omak); K
Fahey, M O’Connor, J Hogue (Alex); R Dyson (Roxb).

Sacristan: J Hogue (Alex).

Cleaning: M Matheson (Omak); J Paulin, M Stanaway (Alex); M Clarke




