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Kia ora koutou,  
 
It is amazing to realise that this Sunday we will celebrate the 6th Sunday of Easter. The last 
time we gathered as communities for Eucharist was on the 4th Sunday of Lent! Over the 
Easter season the daily readings have come from the Acts of the Apostles and describe the 
first days of the early Church. What has struck me is how for the early Church every 
situation was new and so the apostles and disciples are constantly having to work out what 
to do. They are confident, nevertheless, because they are attuned to the Holy Spirit. In this 
Sunday’s gospel Jesus assures his disciples that they know the Spirit because the Spirit is 
with them and in them. We, too, know the Spirit and as we navigate our way through this 
strange time the Spirit will assist us in being Church for today and, as Pope Francis has 
suggested, “inspire us with a new imagination of what is possible”.  
 
Of course, while our church buildings have been closed, the Church has not been closed. As 
the people of God we continue to be the Church inasmuch as we continue to offer praise 
and thanks to God, in our care and outreach and in the many ways we live as whānau. This 
week I received a card from Paige Smith on behalf of the St John’s Ranfurly Young Vinnies 
just to say ‘hi’. It really warmed my heart and is a good example of how we continue the 
mission of the Church regardless of the situation we find ourselves. 
 
Over the past 4 days nearly 500 people have registered on the diocese’s new data base. This 
letter is to accompany our first diocesan newsletter which comes from the Education and 
Property Offices. It is anticipated that there will be a newsletter emailed out each month, 
alternating between the bishop, the Pastoral and Social Justice team and the Education and 
Property office. If you have noted particular areas of interest when completing the form we 
will keep in touch with relevant events. Many of you have provided wonderful suggestions 
and offered assistance in a variety of ways. We can’t respond to these individually, but all 
your thoughts are greatly appreciated and will help guide decision-making.  
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