
       01 March 2026 
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR A 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 
 (1)  Genesis 12:1-4. God calls 
Abram to leave his country, his family, 
his comfort-zone, to go out into an 
unknown land and an unknown 
future. Initially at least, Abram does not seem to 
have any concept of God, and yet he follows this 
call. Abram’s trust in this Voice is the model for all 
personal trust. Likewise, the first disciples at the 
Lake of Galilee will, without a word or a question, 
follow God’s Son when he calls them. 
 (2) 2 Timothy 1:8-10. The word ‘grace’ has 
been much misunderstood, as though ‘grace’ 
were an independent gift, a thing in itself. In fact 
the word is simply used in the New Testament to 
express the love of God or of Christ for humanity. 
The ‘grace granted to us in Christ Jesus’ is the 
loving way in which God has regarded us from the 
beginning of time, though its fullness has become 
visible only at the appearing of Christ Jesus. 
 (3) Matthew 17:1-9. The Transfiguration was 
the moment when the disciples were shown the 
divinity of Jesus on the holy mountain. The 
awesome moment of revelation cannot, however, 
last, and Jesus brings his disciples back to the dire 
realities before them with the reminder that his 
death must precede the revelation of his glory at 
the Resurrection. (Commentaries from 
Universalis.com) 
 
NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS  
(1)   Exodus 17:3-7   (2)  Romans 5:1-2,5-8 
(3)  John 4:5-16,19-26,39-42 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Died Recently: Sr Antonio Van der 
Voort (Holland, 04.01.2026); Helen 
Mullally. 
Anniversaries about now: Anne 
Cooney; Neville Sklenars; Annie 
Altenburg; Florencio Guardiario; Fr 
Ray Garchow. 
‘May they rest in peace.’ 

MASS WITH ANOINTING OF THE SICK/FRAIL 
Roxburgh:   This coming Wednesday, 5:15pm, 
     in the presbytery at Roxburgh 
Alexandra:   This coming Friday, at noon, in the 
     main body of the church. 

 

RESPONSES TO BP MICHAEL’S QUESTIONS:
 This Sunday, at Masses in Omakau (6pm vigil), 
Alexandra (9am), and Roxburgh (11am), there will 
be opportunity after Communion to simply listen to 
what people have to offer, without query or 
discussion at the time; rather, just silent reflection. 
Pastoral Council members will collate responses 
and later share them back to parishes for 
discussion at times and places of people’s own 
choosing. The collated responses will be sent to 
Bp Michael by Easter, as he has requested. 

 

‘FRIDAY COFFEE - MAKING CONNECTIONS’ -  
Friday 6th March, 9am at Industry Lane café: An 
opportunity for St Gerard’s staff (Anne), Fr 
Brendan, school parents and members of the 
wider parish community to meet and chat in 
general on matters of faith and hope in our 
modern times. See flyer on church foyer doors 
windows. 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER (Friday 06 March, 
10am, St Enoch’s church): The annual World 
Day of Prayer is hosted this year by the Alexandra 
Clyde Lauder Union Parish, on behalf of all local 
churches. See the flyer on the Alex church foyer 
windows for further information. All welcome. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2026 
 

(i) Baptism preparation – Wednesday 11 
March, 7-8pm, in the Alexandra church, 
presented by Fr Brendan. Please note: 
Attendance  is necessary and required for 
parent(s) and children participating in the 
sacramental programme who have yet to be 
baptised.  
 

(ii)  Confirmation will now be at the 9am 
Mass in Alexandra on Sunday 21 June, 
with Bp Michael Dooley presiding.  
 

(iii) Reconciliation will be celebrated during 
Term 3 at St Gerards, at a time yet to be 
decided. 
 

(iv) Holy Communion (first) will be at the 
9am Mass on Sunday 22 November in 
Alexandra, the feast of Christ the King.  
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LENT 
The ‘tools-of-trade’ for a Christian life are prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving, notably during Lent. 
 

*Prayer: e.g.Extra opportunities for community 
prayer include     

(i) Praying of the Rosary from 8:30am to 
8:50am before the start of 9am Sunday Mass; 
 (ii) Stations of the Cross from 5:15pm to 
5:40pm during Fridays of Lent.  

 
*Fasting: e.g. For those aged 18-59 in 

particular, in OK health, fasting from a normal food 
is tasked for Fridays of the year, during Lent in 
particular. 

 
*Almsgiving:  e.g. 
(i) The CARITAS Lent appeal envelopes are 

available to collect from church foyer tables. 
(ii)  The ‘Tap ‘n Go’ donation facility is available 

beside the baptism font near the internal foyer 
doors of the church in Alexandra on Sundays’, or 
at St Dunstan’s, Clyde, the rest of the week. 
Simply use your finger to tap on one of the four 
amount options, then hold your paywave-capable 
phone or bank card over the machine to make 
your offering. 

 

THE ‘HOPE PROJECT’ BOOKLET DROP: For 
anyone willing to help deliver the ecumenical 
Hope booklets to residential letterboxes, for about 
2 hours, at a time that suits over the two weeks 
prior to Easter, please inform Fr Brendan asap. It 
would be good to have six volunteers from the 
parish; (at the moment there are just two). 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
VATICAN NEWS (www.vaticannews.va):   
* Holy See: Outer space and AI must not be 
weaponized.  The Holy See reiterates the moral 
imperative of disarmament amid massive 
expansion of arms budgets, and warns against the 
militarization of outer space, 
 

* Vatican Children’s Hospital ranked 6th best 
in the world . In the US magazine Newsweek’s 
2026 World’s Best Hospitals ranking, the Bambino 
Gesù Hospital classifies as first amongst those in 
Europe and 6th best in the world. 
 

* Filipinos celebrate 40th anniversary of 
People Power in Rome. Filipino clergy, religious, 
and lay faithful residing in Rome gather to 
remember EDSA People Power as a moment of 
courage, unity, and moral clarity.  
 

*   One year on from UK aid cuts: Investing in 
aid creates peace.  The Director of Advocacy and 
Communications at the Catholic Agency for 

Overseas Development (CAFOD) highlights the 
negative impact of aid cuts on communities.  
 

* Global defence spending rises amid 
geopolitical tensions, persistently.  
 

*  Pope Leo XIV: Only peaceful hearts can build 
just and lasting peace. 
 

*  Pope sends medicine and heaters to 
Ukraine. As Ukraine endures its fourth brutal 
winter of war, Pope Leo XIV has stepped in to 
answer a desperate plea from local bishops, 
sending a truckload of critical medical supplies 
and electric heaters to those most in need. 
 
CATHNEWS 13.02.26 
*  Catholic agencies say homeless ‘move on’ 
orders unjust.  New Zealand Catholic social 
agencies say the Government’s proposal to give 
police the power to issue "move on" orders to 
homeless people is unjust and potentially 
counterproductive.  
 

*   US bishops slam mega-detention plan for 
immigrants.  A US bishops’ committee chair has 
strongly criticised the Trump administration's plan 
to double its federal immigration detention 
capacity. 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

SUNDAY MASS 
 Omakau     St Peters (Saturday): 6pm vigil 
 Alexandra     St John the Baptist:  9am 
 Roxburgh     Our Lady of Peace: 11am 
 

WEEKDAY MASS 
    Tues  Wed  Thu    Fri   Sat 
Alexandra 5pm  9am  9am    Noon  9am 
Roxburgh    5:15pm 
 

RECONCILIATION (Rite I) 
Alexandra: Saturdays 9:30-10am; or upon request. 

 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK (Mar, Jun, Sept, Dec) 

Alexandra:   First Friday Mass (noon) 
Roxburgh:   First Wednesday Mass (5:15pm) 
 

EXPOSITION and BENEDICTION 
Alexandra: Side chapel, Fridays 11:30-11:50am. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:   Fr Brendan Ward.  
Address:       3 Killarney St, Alexandra. 
Phone:        03 448 8202, or 027 975 3272 
Email:         alexcatholic@xtra.co.nz 
Parish Council: Mrs. Kathleen O’Kane. 
Finance Chair:   Mr. Pat Cooney. 
St Gerard’s Principal: Mrs. Julie Flannery. 
Catholic Social Services: 03 4485385 (Mon-Thu). 
              0800 277 669 (toll-free)  
Parish Website:    www.alexcatholic.nz 
Diocese Website: www.cdd.nz. 
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