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SCRIPTURE COMMENTARIES FOR TODAY

(1) Malachi 3:19-20. The ‘Day of the Lord’ has
several different levels. In the Old Testament it was
the great and terrible day, pictured in ever more
cataclysmic cosmic images, when the LORD would
come to set right all injustice. Then Jesus came,
declaring that the Kingdom was at hand, that the
Day was dawning. And so it did, completed on the
first Easter Sunday, when the world and life were
changed for ever. Yet in another sense, at another
level, the Day is still to come. Christians are
different from every other people, in that we live in
expectation, in the knowledge that at some time
everything will be brought to completion. The sun of
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.
Christ will hand over the Kingdom to his Father,
having put all things under his feet, even the last
enemy, death. Whatever these
images mean, that is the
shape of history. In the
meantime, we wait in
confident hope.

(2) 2 Thessalonians 3:7-
12. Paul had warned the
people of Thessalonika that the Day of Judgement
would come ‘like a thief in the night’, like an
unexpected trap suddenly sprung. The recipients of
the letter seem to have been so panicked that some
simply downed tools and sat waiting. So now Paul
chides that anyone who does not work should not
eat either. This charge does not refer only to earning
our bread and butter, but it is symbolic too. Paul
himself, after all, both earned his keep by his
leather-working and set the fire of the Gospel alight
all around the eastern Mediterranean.

(3) Luke 21:5-19. Luke wrote his Gospel after the
devastation of Jerusalem by the Roman armiesin 70
AD, and the way he frames the words of Jesus
suggests that he had witnessed the devastation.
The message of this passage is, then, the same as
Paul’s: the endis sure, butis notyet. Jesus prepares
his followers; he warns against false Messiahs,
political leaders or other saviour-figures who claim
to ‘put the world to rights’. There is a promise by
Jesus of protection from real harm; but there is no
promise that it will be a quiet and easy life. A
constant theme in Luke’s Good News is that the
followers of Jesus must follow him in his difficulties
and trials. Only with like endurance will they keep
themselves in his footsteps. (HW, Universalis)

Readings for next Sunday (CHRIST THE KING)
(1) 2Samuel 5:1-3 (2) Colossians 1:12-20
(3) Luke 23:35-43
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Died Recently: ...
é Anniversaries: Anne McDonald; Mary
Brown.

May they restin peace’

Rest In Peace
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WORLD DAY OF THE POOR: The bishops of New
Zealand have written a pastoral letter to the
Catholic community that is being read at all
Masses this weekend. The letter coincides with
the Church's commemoration of World Day of
the Poor. It invites each person to consider how
they can listen and respond to those who are in
need. It offers some practical ways to live out the
Christian imperative of charity, and especially in
helping Catholic agencies committed to
supported those who are in need. To read, go to
https://catholic.org.nz/resources/

COMING UP NEXT MONTH - COMBINED
CHURCHES CHRISTMAS CAROLS SERVICE and
BBQ-PICNIC: This year it’s the turn of the
Alexandra Catholic church to host the Combined
Churches Christmas Carols event. Date? Sunday,
14 December. Time? 5-6pm. There will be a bbq
and picnic to follow in St Gerard’s school
grounds. Bread, sausages, sauce and 2 bbqgs will
be provided; bring own additional picnic items and
drinks. The grounds will be available for children to
enjoy games on. All welcome; bring a friend. And
pray for fine weather (please)!!

COLUMBAN CALENDARS for 2026: Available from
church foyers. $15 each. Great Christmas gifts.



https://catholic.org.nz/resources/

PRAYER FOR PEOPLES OF THE HOLY LAND: Last
Thursday evening at St Enoch’e Presbyterian
church people from various churches gathered to
pray for the peoples of Gaza, West Bank, and Israel.
There will be another opportunity next month,
before Christmas, at a time yet to be notified.
The words of the following hymn, used Thursday
evening, could be prayed anywhere, anytime:
‘O God above, we pray for peace:
let all our hate and violence cease,
that love and justice may increase,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

O God above, we count the cost
of every son and daughter lost
and bring our sorrows to the cross,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

God, we pray for peace to come.
God, we pray for peace to come.’

WEST BANK ATTACKS SURGE: Israeli settlers set
fire to a Palestinian warehouse and land, the latest
incidents coinciding with the olive harvest season,
leaving many Palestinians injured. Israeli Defence
Force (IDF) soldiers sent to disperse the
confrontation were then also attacked by the Israeli
settlers. Israel President Isaac Herzog called the
scenes “shocking and serious ... Such violence
against civilians and IDF soldiers crosses a red line
and | condemn it severely.” The head of the IDF
Central Command, Major-General Avi Bluth, also
condemned the attacks, saying that such incidents
“are unacceptable and extremely serious”; they
"undermine the stability of the security situation".
Israel has built about 160 settlements housing
700,000 Jews since it occupied the West Bank,
which is home to 3.3 million Palestinians. The
settlements are illegal under international law.
(BBC, 12.11.25)
[NB: Gaza and the West Bank are not the same;
Gaza borders Egypt; West Bank borders Jordan.]

CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE (CEC): New
brochures and flyers have been received from the
CEC, available from church foyers. In her covering
letter the new director of CEC, Carly Mulqueen,
writes, “We’re excited to share that enquiries are
increasing — a wonderful sign of spiritual curiosity
and openness.” To contact the CEC, on behalf of
yourself or another, collect a brochure or visit the
website www.catholicdiscovery.nz. All enquiries
are treated with absolute confidentiality. Supportis
offered in the following ways:
-Direct answering of questions about the faith;
-Provision of a range of free resources;
-Finding of nearby suitable CEC groups or
individuals for enquiry support, (as and
when enquirers would be interested and ready
todo so.)

LOST & FOUND: FOUND - The missing set of
church and presbytery keys was found on a bench
in the Roxburgh church (thanks be to God!). LOST:
The key to the choir loft in the Alexandra church; if
found, please return to its storage space.

SUNDAY MASSES
Omakau: 6pm Vigil (Saturday), at St Peters.
Alexandra: 9am, at St John the Baptist.
Roxburgh: 11am, at Our Lady of Peace.

WEEKDAY MASSES
Alexandra:
Tuesday: 5pm
Wed, Thurs, Sat:  9am -I-
Friday: Noon ~
Roxburgh:
Wednesday: 5:15pm (in presbytery):
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RECONCILIATION (Rite 1)
Alexandra: Saturdays 9:30-10am;
Otherwise on request.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
(March, June, September, December)
Alexandra: First Friday Mass, noon.
Roxburgh: First Wednesday Mass,
5:15pm, (in the presbytery)
EXPOSITION and BENEDICTION
Alexandra side chapel, Fridays 11:30-11:45am.
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PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Priest: Fr Brendan Ward.

Address: 3 Killarney St, Alexandra.
Phone: 03 448 8202; 027 9753272
Email: alexcatholic@xtra.co.nz

Parish Council Chair: Kathleen O’Kane
St Gerard’s Principal:  Julie Flannery; 03 448 8339
Catholic Social Services: 0800 277 669 (toll-free);
03 448 5385 (Mon-Thu). Also visit the website
www.catholicsocialservices.org.nz.
Parish Website: www.alexcatholic.nz
Diocese Website: www.cdd.nz.
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