
09 November 2025 
The 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C 

FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF 
THE LATERAN BASILICA 

 

 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 
SCRIPTURE COMMENTARIES FOR TODAY  
 (1) Ezekial 47:1-2,8-9,12.  In this striking picture 
of water flowing from the Temple, the water brings 
life and fertility to the wastelands and dusty 
deserts. Ezekiel meant this as an image of all the 
richness and productiveness which would flow 
from the new Temple at Jerusalem. 
 (2) 1 Corinthians 3:9-11,16-17.  Paul is writing to 
the Christian community at Corinth, an 
extraordinarily disunited and disparate group 
(dockers and professors, 
magistrates, athletes, teachers and 
slaves) to remind them that they 
form a single building on the 
foundation-stone which is Christ. If they, with all 
their quirks and oddities, could constitute a single 
building with one common purpose, any 
community can manage it! 
 (3)  John 2:13-22. By his action in the temple 
Jesus demonstrated that the worship carried out 
there was vain in God’s eyes and must be 
superseded. To the Temple authorities this was 
intolerable, and he must be removed. Again, Jesus 
demanded a complete reversal of standards. The 
material building which had been the centre of 
worship was no longer important. The community – 
or the Church – was now the place of sanctification 
and of prayer to God. (Adapted from HW, of the 
Universalis website) 
 
Readings for next Sunday (C33) 
(1)  Malachi 3:19-20  (2)  2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 
(3)  Luke 21:5-19 

Died Recently: Margaret Collett. 
Anniversaries: Trevor Altenburg; Doug 
McLean;  Joan Hastie;  Sheila Garchow. 
   May they rest in peace’ 

*The Requiem Mass for Margaret Collett will be at 
St John the Baptist church this coming Wednesday 
morning at 11am.  NB: No regular 9am Mass. 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 
LATERAN BASILICA: The Lateran Basilica was built 

by the Emperor Constantine on 
the Lateran Hill in Rome in 
about 324. It’s dedication has 
been celebrated in Rome on 
the 9 November since the 
twelfth century. In honour of 

the basilica, “the mother and head of all the 
churches of the City and the World,” because it is 
the cathedral of the bishop of Rome (i.e. not St 
Peter’s), the feast has been extended to the 
Catholic church world-wide as a sign of unity and 
love towards the See of Peter, which, as St Ignatius 
of Antioch said in the second century, “presides 
over the whole assembly of charity.” (The word 
"See" comes from the Latin word sedes, meaning 
"seat" or "chair," and symbolizes the bishop's 
authority. (Universalis) 
 
ARMISTICE DAY is an annual commemoration held 
on the 11th  November across many nations to mark 
the end of World War I at the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month in 1918. The day is a time to 
remember the sacrifices of those who have 
suffered and died in war and armed conflicts, and 
to continue to pray and work for world peace. While 
originally known as Armistice Day, many countries 
now call it Remembrance Day or Veterans Day.  (AI) 
 
PRAYER VIGIL FOR PEOPLES OF THE HOLY LAND:  
Following last Thursday evening’s presentation by 
photo-journalist Cole Martin, recently returned 
from 6 months living in the West Bank of Israel-
Palestine, there will be a prayer vigil for the people 
of the Holy Land at St Enoch’s church this coming 
Thursday, 13 November, at 7:30pm. All welcome.  
 
MONTH OF ‘HOLY SOULS’ -  Basis for praying for 
the dead:  The Old Testament 
provides the account of Judas 
Maccabees (the priest and military 
commander) and his men ‘recovering 
the bodies of the fallen in battle … 
Then under the tunic of every one of 
the dead they found sacred tokens of the idols of 
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Jamʹnia, which the law forbids the Jews to wear. And 
it became clear to all that this was why these men 
had fallen. So … they turned to prayer, beseeching 
that the sin which had been committed might be 
wholly blotted out. And the noble Judas … took up a 
collection, man by man, and sent it to Jerusalem to 
provide for a sin offering.  ... Therefore he made 
atonement for the dead, that they might be 
delivered from their sin.’ (2 Maccabees 12:32-45). 
The New Testament provides the example of St Paul 
praying for his dead friend Onesiphorus ‘May the 
Lord grant him to find mercy’  (2 Timothy 1:16-18).  
 To have a Mass offered for deceased family and 
friends, place their names in the boxes at the front 
of church altars. Any monetary offerings that may 
be included will be donated to the recent Mission 
Sunday appeal. -Fr. Brendan. 
 
ST GERARD’S PRIMARY NEWS: 
 *St Gerard’s school Mass, this coming Thursday, 
9:05am, Alexandra. All welcome. 

 *A banner marking Parihaka Day (5 Nov 1881) 
and the singing of the hymn ‘The Irish Blessing’, 
were features of the school assembly last Friday in 
the church. ‘Parihaka is a historic Maori settlement 
in Taranaki. In 1881 it had grown to become the 
largest Maori village in NZ, and would later become 
renowned for a major campaign of non-violent 
resistance by it’s people to aggressive British 
colonial confiscation of land and property at the 
time. The events at Parihaka later influenced non-
violent movements globally, such as those led by 
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr.’  (AI)   
 
BIBLE DIARY 2026: This book has the Scripture 
readings for each day as well as a short 
commentary about them or the feast of the day. A 
very helpful prayer and reflection resource. Cost is 
$20. If you would like one for 2026 please place your 
order with Jill Paulin (03 448 6915) or Sr Leona (021 
209 5811).  
 

CENTRAL OTAGO CHOIR & ORCESTRA 
CONCERT:  The Central Otago Regional Choir and 
Orchestra combine to perform Fauré’s Requiem 
plus other music including John Rutter carol 
arrangements and the orchestra’s own selections. 
Where and when? Today, Sunday 9 November, 
2:30pm at The Terrace School hall (NOT Dunstan 
High School, as previously advertised). Tickets 
available from door sales. School students free.  
 
LOST: A set of church and presbytery keys, 
including 4 larger keys, one smaller one, and a 
small multi-function pocket knife. If found please 
notify Fr Brendan asap. Thank you.  

 
COLUMBAN CALENDARS for 2026: Available from 
church foyers. $15 each. Great Christmas gifts.  
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Omakau:  6pm Vigil (Saturday), at St Peters. 
Alexandra:   9am, at St John the Baptist.   
Roxburgh:  11am, at Our Lady of Peace.  

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Alexandra:   
 Tuesday:       5pm 
 Wed, Thurs, Sat:    9am   
 Friday:    Noon 
Roxburgh:  
 Wednesday:            5:15pm (in presbytery):  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 

RECONCILIATION (Rite I) 
Alexandra:  Saturdays 9:30-10am;  
    Otherwise on request. 

              ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
 (March, June, September, December) 
Alexandra:   First Friday Mass, noon. 
Roxburgh:    First Wednesday Mass,        
5:15pm, (in the presbytery) 
     EXPOSITION and BENEDICTION 
Alexandra side chapel, Fridays 11:30-11:45am. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Brendan Ward.  
Address:    3 Killarney St, Alexandra. 
Phone:        03 448 8202;     027 975 3272 
Email:         alexcatholic@xtra.co.nz 
Parish Council Chair:   Kathleen O’Kane 
St Gerard’s Principal:   Julie Flannery; 03 448 8339 
Catholic Social Services:  0800 277 669 (toll-free);   
  03 448 5385 (Mon-Thu). Also visit the website  
      www.catholicsocialservices.org.nz. 
Parish Website:  www.alexcatholic.nz 
Diocese Website:  www.cdd.nz. 
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