
02 November 2025 
The 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C 

ALL SOULS DAY 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARIES FOR TODAY  
 (1) Wisdom 3:1-9.  ‘The souls of the virtuous are 
in the hands of God.’ 
 (2) Romans 5:17-21.  In this world we are aliens 
rather than citizens, in that our final values are not 
those of this world, nor are they our final aim. i.e.  
This world is not an end in itself, but 
a means to an end. We cannot rest 
therefore in contentment except in 
the expectation of the Risen Lord 
coming in triumph to assume lordship of all things. 
This, rather than mere material goods, which are 
here today and gone tomorrow, is the basis of our 
whole system of values. 
 (3) Luke 7:11-17. The evangelist Mark tells the 
story of the raising to life of the daughter (woman) of 
Jairus (man). Luke now tells the story of the raising 
to life of the son (man) of a widow (woman). 
Similarly an angel announces the miraculous birth 
of John the Baptist to his father, and of Jesus to his 
mother – and who comes out of it better? Zechariah 
is struck dumb, and Mary is blessed! The Markan 
story of the man losing and then finding a sheep is 
balanced by the Lukan story of a woman losing and 
then finding a coin; each rejoices as an image of the 
rejoicing in heaven. In the story of the widow’s son,  
Luke stresses that this was her only son and 
therefore her only hope in the world (for a woman on 
her own was effectively without any support), and 
that Jesus feels for her plight. In Luke, Jesus is often 
characterized as a prophet: his foreknowledge and 
prophesying are stressed, and finally his Ascension 
is described in terms reminiscent of Elijah’s ascent 
into heaven in a fiery chariot. (Adapted from HW, of 
the Universalis website) 
 

Readings for next Sunday 
(1)  Ezekiel 47:1-2,8-9,12 
(2)  1 Corinthians 3:9-11,16-17 
(3) John 2:13-22 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Died Recently: Jan Pessione. 
Anniversaries: Honora Paulin; Cath 
Corry; Bernard Foley. 
   May they rest in peace’ 

 
‘HOLY SOULS’ FEASTDAY 
(02 Nov): Just over 500 
years ago the leader of the 
protestant Reformation,  
Martin Luther, led a 
movement affronted by 
clergy using people’s Mass 
offerings to line their own 
pockets. Second, wealthy 
people would pay poor people to undertake 
penances for them in the belief (erroneously) they 
(the wealthy) would not suffer personal judgement 
for their sins. Luther was correct to challenge such 
injustice, manipulation, and abuse of power. 
However there’s a difference between taking issue 
with abuse of a teaching and rejection of a teaching 
itself. For praying for the repose of the souls of 
deceased ancestors has bases in both scripture 
and tradition (i.e., the lived faith of the people of 
God), and is a time-honoured practice of the 
Church. e.g. St. Paul prayed for his dead friend 
Onesiphorus, “May the Lord grant him to find 
mercy” (2 Timothy 1:16-18). Early Christian 
gravestones include the inscriptions ‘Please pray 
for me’ (Catholic Encyclopaedia). So we take time 
to pray for our imperfect, yet ultimately God-
seeking, dead. In the words of Zechariah, the father 
of John the Baptist: “In the tender compassion of 
our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
shadow of death, the guide us into the way of 
peace.” (Luke 1:78-79). 
To have a Mass offered for deceased family and 
friends, place their names in the boxes at the front 
of church altars for All Souls Day. Any monetary 
offerings that may be included will be donated to 
the recent Mission Sunday appeal. -Fr. Brendan. 
 
‘ALL SOULS’ CEMETERY VISITATION:  St Gerard’s 
School will visit the Alexandra cemetery from 1:30-
2:30pm, this Monday 3 November, involving the 
laying of flowers and a liturgy. Attendance and 
support from parishioners’ most welcome.  
(Walking groups will depart school at 1:10pm.)  
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‘CHRISTIANS FOR PEACE IN PALESTINE’ 
PRESENTATION: Photo journalist Cole Martin 
(cousin of Ollie Yoeman, Deputy Principal of St 
Gerard’s) has just returned from 6 months in the 
West Bank of Israel-Palestine. Hear/see his 
presentation this coming Thursday, 6 November, 
7:30pm, at St Enoch’s church lounge, 12 
Centennial Ave. Q+A and supper to follow. All 
welcome.  
 
CENTRAL OTAGO CHOIR & ORCESTRA 
CONCERT:  The Central Otago Regional Choir and 
the Central Otago Regional Orchestra combine to 
perform Fauré’s Requiem plus other music 
including John Rutter carol arrangements and the 
orchestra’s own selections. Where and when? 
Dunstan High School, Sunday 9 November at 
2:30pm. Tickets are available online from 
 undertheradar.co.nz or door sales subject to 
availability. School students free.  
 
BIBLE DIARY 2026: This book has the Scripture 
readings for each day as well as a short 
commentary about them or the feast of the day. It’s 
a very helpful prayer and reflection resource. Cost 
is $20. If you would like one for 2026 please place 
your order with Jill Paulin (03 448 6915) or Sr Leona 
(021 209 5811).  
 
SAINT OF THE WEEK – St Martin de Porres (1579-
1639):  He was born in Lima, Peru, the illegitimate 
son of a Spanish trader and an ex-African slave. 
Raised Christian by his mother, he entered the 
Dominican Order as a lay brother in 1603 and spent 
his life working for the sick and the poor, 
establishing an orphanage and a children’s 
hospital. He maintained an austere lifestyle and 
was recognised for his miraculous knowledge, 
instantaneous cures, and ability to communicate 
with animals. Many people of all ranks would go to 
him for advice. He had a great devotion to the Holy 
Eucharist and is the  patron saint of people of mixed 
race, of barbers, innkeepers, public health workers, 
of all seeking racial harmony, and of animals.  
 
VATICAN NEWS (www.vaticannews.va) [For full 
access, click on article headings (emailed copies)] 
* Pope Leo: The message of 'Nostra aetate' 
remains as urgent as ever.  Pope Leo XIV 
addressed his remarks to representatives of world 
religions, members of the diplomatic corps 
accredited to the Holy See, and Vatican and Church 
officials committed to interreligious dialogue. 
Nostra aetate, the Pope said, “opened our eyes to a 

simple yet profound principle: dialogue is not a 
tactic or a tool, but it's a way of life – a journey of the 
heart that transforms everyone involved, the one 
who listens and the one who speaks.” Authentic 
dialogue, he continued, “begins not in compromise 
but in conviction – in the deep roots of our own 
belief that gives us the strength to reach out to 
others in love. … This is the journey that Nostra 
aetate invites us to continue … to keep hope alive, 
to keep dialogue alive, and to keep love alive in the 
heart of the world." 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
COLUMBAN CALENDARS for 2026: Available from 
church foyers. $15 each. Great Christmas gifts.  
 
HUMOUR – TEACHER: ‘Winnie, name one 
important thing we have today that we didn't have 
ten years ago.’  WINNIE: ‘Me!’ 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Omakau:  6pm Vigil (Saturday), at St Peters. 
Alexandra:   9am, at St John the Baptist.   
Roxburgh:  11am, at Our Lady of Peace.  

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Alexandra:   
 Tuesday:       5pm 
 Wed, Thurs, Sat:    9am   
 Friday:    Noon 
Roxburgh:  
 Wednesday:            5:15pm (in presbytery):  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 

RECONCILIATION (Rite I) 
Alexandra:  Saturdays 9:30-10am;  
    Otherwise on request. 

              ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
 (March, June, September, December) 
Alexandra:   First Friday Mass, noon. 
Roxburgh:    First Wednesday Mass,        
5:15pm, (in the presbytery) 
     EXPOSITION and BENEDICTION 
Alexandra side chapel, Fridays 11:30-11:45am. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Brendan Ward.  
Address:    3 Killarney St, Alexandra. 
Phone:        03 448 8202;     027 975 3272 
Email:         alexcatholic@xtra.co.nz 
Parish Council Chair:   Kathleen O’Kane 
St Gerard’s Principal:   Julie Flannery; 03 448 8339 
Catholic Social Services:  0800 277 669 (toll-free);   
  03 448 5385 (Mon-Thu). Also visit the website  
      www.catholicsocialservices.org.nz. 
Parish Website:  www.alexcatholic.nz 
Diocese Website:  www.cdd.nz. 
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