
       01 FEBRUARY 2026 
4th  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS THIS SUNDAY 
 (1) Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13. Before the 
Babylonian Exile (597BC) Israel tended to believe 
that those who prospered did so because of the 
Lord’s blessing; those who did not must in some 
way be blameworthy. The Exile put an end to all 
that, and the verses from the prophecy of 
Zephaniah show the new and more satisfying 
analysis: it is the humble of the Lord who will 
receive divine blessing. 
 (2) 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.  The Corinthians 
seem to have been so pleased with themselves  
that Paul mercilessly lavishes his sarcasm on 
them. In their bravado and their complacency they 
were happy to rely on their own resources, and 
expected to be saved by them. Paul repeats to 
them the lesson of Zephaniah. The public reading 
of the letter must have embarrassed those at 
whom it was aimed, and the vigour of Paul’s 

criticism was perhaps the reason why 
his relationships with this community 
continued to be stormy for some time. 
For us, however, the positive teaching 
is a treasure, that Christ is for us our 
wisdom, and our freedom. 

 (3)  Matthew 5:1-12.  These eight blessings 
stand at the head of the Sermon on the Mount, 
pointing out eight ways in which we can welcome 
God into our lives and live out God’s blessing. The 
first and the last knit them all together with ‘theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven’. The evangelist Luke 
also begins his Sermon on the Plain with four such 
blessings – only his blessings are more on those 
who are materially poor and in need, whereas 
Matthew’s blessings concentrate on the spiritual 
attitudes required of the Christian, to be ‘poor in 
spirit’ (i.e. humble) and to hunger and thirst for 
justice’ (i.e. just and fair treatment of people).  
 (Scripture commentaries are from the 
Universalis website.) 
 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS  
(1)  Isaiah 58:7-10;    (2) 1 Corinthians 2:1-5;  
(3) Matthew 5:13-16 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Died Recently:. 
Anniversaries about now: Rose 
McKenzie; Bertrum Compton; 
Stephen Dallas; Caroline Dallas;  
Patricia Lockhart;  Len O’Donnell.  
‘May they rest in peace.’ 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

MASS IN SPANISH: This Sunday, 6pm, at Our 
Lady of Peace church in Roxburgh. Fr Pat 
McGettigan presiding. 

 

CHANGE OF MASS TIME THIS COMING  
FRIDAY, WAITANGI DAY: Being a public 
holiday, Mass will be at St Dunstan’s, Clyde, at 
9am. i.e. No noonday Mass in Alexandra. 

 

NZ CATHOLIC MEDICAL ASSN:  The New 
Zealand Catholic Medical Association provides 
community support and chaplaincy for those 
involved in health care in Aotearoa. The 
association welcomes doctors, nurses, midwives, 
carers, pharmacists, physiotherapists, 
psychologists, dentists, health administrators, 
counsellors, social workers, chaplains, lawyers, 
and anyone in allied roles. The next nationwide 
event is a retreat and seminar at the St Francis 
Friary & Retreat Centre, Auckland on March 20 
and 21. For more information or to register, 
visit https://bit.ly/NZCMA2026 or 
email newzealandcatholicmedical@gmail.com 
 (Gavin Abraham, Communications Manager, 
New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference) 

 

LETTER FROM BISHOP MICHAEL (14.01.26): 
In his letter  to all parishes, Bp Michael puts the 
question “‘What sort of parish are we called to be?   
… I also invite some of our parishes to consider 
some more practical proposals. …”  
Printed copies of the bishop’s correspondence (5 
pages) are available from the foyers of St. Peters, 
Omakau and Our Lady of Peace, Roxburgh. A 
copy is available to read on the internal foyer 
windows of St John the Baptist church in 
Alexandra. Either takes photos of the pages with 
your smart phone, or for a digital copy email  
alexcatholic@xtra.co.nz.  
 Parish Councils will spend time receiving 
parishioner feedback to the correspondence and 
discussing it over the next two months before 
replying to Bp Michael by this coming Easter, as 
he has requested. 
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VATICAN NEWS (www.vaticannews.va):  (29 Jan) 
 * Pope: Even amid crises, Church in Africa 'is a 
living, strong, dynamic reality’.  In a message to the 
Bishops of Central Africa Pope Leo XIV emphasizes 
that “faced with the evils that undermine society,"  
including tribalism, interethnic conflicts, wars, and 
family divisions, "the Gospel calls for reconciliation 
and the pacification of hearts.”  
 

 *  Pope Leo receives President of the European 
Parliament.  Pope Leo met President of European 
Parliament, Roberta Metsola, in the Vatican, who 
subsequently expressed her appreciation for Pope 
Leo’s “clarity” and for “shared reflections on 
advancing peace through dialogue in Europe and 
throughout the world”.  
 

 * President of USCCB calls for Holy Hour for the 
United States.  Archbishop Paul S. Coakley, 
president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, issues a call to pray for renewal in the 
United States and in people’s hearts in the midst of 
the “current climate of fear and polarization”  
 

 * Pope: May the Olympics promote welcome, 
solidarity, and peace. Pope Leo sent a telegram for 
the arrival of the Athletes’ Cross at the Church of 
San Babila in Milan, where it will be kept for the 
duration of the Winter Olympics. He expressed his 
hope that “this important event might awaken 
feelings of friendship and fraternity, strengthening 
awareness of the value of sport at the service of the 
integral development of the human person.”  
 

 * Pope Leo: May horror of genocide never again be 
inflicted upon any people. At his General Audience 
on Wednesday morning, the Pope recalled that the 
previous day marked International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. “On this annual occasion of 
painful remembrance, I ask the Almighty for the gift 
of a world no longer marked by antisemitism, nor by 
prejudice, oppression, and persecution against any 
human being.” He went on to renew his appeal to 
the international community, urging vigilance so 
that “the horror of genocide may never again be 
inflicted upon any people,” and so that “a society 
founded on mutual respect and the common good 
may be built.” (27.01.26) 
 
VATICAN PODCAST: The podcast ‘Inside the 
Vatican’, is accessible via major podcast platforms 
like Apple Podcasts and Spotify, as well as the likes 
of YouTube. Examples of podcast topics include 
‘US Cardinals speak out against Trump on 
Greenland, Venezuela and Ukraine’.  

 

SAINT OF THE WEEK:  St Angela Merici (1474-
1540): Orphaned at the age of 10, she and her older 
sister lived with an uncle, but following their deaths 
before she was aged 20 she returned to her original 
family home to live with her brothers. She believed 
strongly that better Christian education was 
needed for girls and young women, to which end 
she dedicated her life. Beginning from her own 
house, she gathered around her other like-minded 
women who taught also from their own homes. In 
1535 she founded the Company of St. Ursula in the 
nearby town of Brescia. … St Angela has the double 
distinction of founding the first of what are now 
called “secular institutes” and the first teaching 
order of women in the Church, which today have 
spread worldwide with members in 30 countries. 
She is patron saint of the sick, of disabled and 
physically challenged people, and of those grieving 
the loss of parents. She is invoked for the virtues of 
courage, strength, and determination. Her feast 
day is January 27.  
 
HUMOUR: Business Manager of a medical clinic to 
a meeting of doctors and nursing staff: ‘A patient 
cured is a customer lost!!’ 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

SUNDAY MASS 
 Omakau     St Peters (Saturday): 6pm vigil 
 Alexandra     St John the Baptist:  9am 
 Roxburgh     Our Lady of Peace: 11am 
 

WEEKDAY MASS 
    Tues  Wed  Thu    Fri   Sat 
Alexandra 5pm  9am  9am    Noon  9am 
Roxburgh    5:15pm 
 

RECONCILIATION (Rite I) 
Alexandra: Saturdays 9:30-10am; or upon request. 

 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK (Mar, Jun, Sept, Dec) 

Alexandra:   First Friday Mass (noon) 
Roxburgh:   First Wednesday Mass (5:15pm) 
 

EXPOSITION and BENEDICTION 
Alexandra: Side chapel, Fridays 11:30-11:50am. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:   Fr Brendan Ward.  
Address:       3 Killarney St, Alexandra. 
Phone:        03 448 8202, or 027 975 3272 
Email:         alexcatholic@xtra.co.nz 
Parish Council: Mrs. Kathleen O’Kane. 
Finance Chair:   Mr. Pat Cooney. 
St Gerard’s Principal: Mrs. Julie Flannery. 
Catholic Social Services: 03 4485385 (Mon-Thu). 
              0800 277 669 (toll-free)  
Parish Website:    www.alexcatholic.nz 
Diocese Website: www.cdd.nz. 
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